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Managing Biological Wastes at UTHealth Houston
Solid Biological Wastes

Solid biological waste from laboratories must be autoclaved as a means of disposal. Minimum autoclave waste treatment parameters are 30 minutes, at 15 PSI, at least 121.1 degrees Celsius.  Once the waste is autoclaved, it must be placed in a black liner, which housekeeping will remove and dispose as regular trash.  Autoclavable waste bags and black liners are provided by the laboratory or department.  
As part of the treatment process, the researcher or waste autoclave room attendant must also fill out the use log and perform routine sterility or parameter monitoring.  The log sheet and supplies for sterility monitoring are located in the Waste Autoclave Binder; additional log sheets, chemical test strips or live spore efficacy vials may be requested through the hazardous waste line at 713-500-5837. The chemical test strips and live efficacy vials are provided at no cost to the laboratories. 
If an autoclave is inaccessible to the department, or if the biological waste contains materials such as sharps containers, fecal samples, nanoparticle waste, or exempt quantities of radioactive material, the solid waste may be shipped offsite for treatment and disposal.  Researchers and clinicians at the Medical School can request biological waste boxes and liners by calling the hazardous waste line at 713-500-5837.  Researchers and clinicians at other UTHealth locations can obtain boxes and liners and place full closed boxes in regional biological waste storage rooms:  SOD 1266, RAS B01a, SON 510, BBS 1406, and SRB 120.
Sharps 

Sharps include needles, razor blades, and broken glass contaminated with infectious materials.  Sharps must be placed into rigid plastic containers which are provided at no cost to laboratories by EHS.  The EHS Environmental Protection program collects full, closed sharps containers directly from the research laboratories or clinics located at the Medical School Building.  Researchers and clinicians at other UTHealth locations can obtain sharps containers at regional biological waste storage rooms:  SOD 1266, RAS B01a, SON 510, BBS 1406, and SRB 120.  Sharps container collection may be requested at any location by calling 713-500-5837.  

Broken glass not contaminated with infectious materials may be placed into a broken glass box and removed by housekeeping staff.  Broken glass boxes are available to researchers and clinicians at the Cyclotron Building and regional biological waste storage areas listed above. 
Liquid Biological Wastes 
Liquid biological wastes may be disinfected and disposed to the sanitary sewer (drain disposal).  The waste must be immersed for a minimum fifteen minutes in a freshly prepared solution of 10% bleach solution, or other acceptable disinfectant.  
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